Flow/volume measurements from childhood to adulthood.
Flow/volume curves are the most frequently used pulmonary function test during childhood. Even preschool children are sometimes able to perform the maximal effort breathing techniques required for this pulmonary function test. The most important conditions for reliable measurement of flow/volume curves at all ages are reported here. In particular, testing atmosphere and equipment, pulmonary function technician requirements, testing procedure, reliability criteria, report making and interpretation are discussed.